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his far-reaching fire-arms! Along the shores of our bay
were established at an early day fur-trading posts, where
adventurous Frenchmen carried on a lucrative trade with
their red brethren of the forest, being protected by French
garrisons quartered in the French fort on Madelaine
Island.

From Rev. Henry Blatchford, an octogenarian, and John
B. Denomie (Denominé), an intelligent half-breed Indian of
Odanah, near Ashland, the writer has obtained consider-
able information as to the location of ancient and modern
aboriginal villages on the shores of Chequamegon Bay. Fol-
lowing are the Chippewa names of the rivers and creeks
emptying into the bay, where there used formerly to be In-
dian villages:

Mashki-Sibi (Swamp River, misnamed Bad River):
About two miles up this river are pictured rocks, now
mostly covered with earth, on which in former times In-
dians engraved in the soft stone the images of* their
dreams, or the likenesses of their tutelary manitous. Along
this river are many maple-groves, where from time imme-
morial they have made maple-sugar.

Makodassonagani-Sibi (Bear-trap River), which empties
into the Kakagan. The latter seems in olden times to
have been the regular channel of Bad River, when the Bad
emptied into Ashland Bay, instead of Lake Superior, as it
now does. Near the mouth of the Kakagan are large wild-
rice fields, where the Chippewas annually gather, as no
doubt did their ancestors, great quantities of wild rice
(Manomin). By the way, wild rice is very palatable, and
the writer and his dusky spiritual children prefer it to the
rice of commerce, although it does not look quite so nice.

Bishigokwe-Sibiwishen is a small creek, about six miles
or so east of Ashland. Bishigokwe means a woman who has
been abandoned by her husband. In olden times, a French
trader resided at the mouth of this creek. He suddenly
disappeared,— whether murdered or not, is not known.
His wife continued to reside for many years at their old
home, hence the name.



